St. Ann’s Parish Council Minutes

September 8, 2009

1.
The meeting was called to order by President Jeff VanDeCasteele at 7:00 pm


1.1 
Opening prayer was led by Msgr. Drake Shafer.


1.2 
Roll was taken by Secretary Christine Cauwels.


1.3 
Minutes from July meeting were approved with no amendments.

1.4

Agenda was adopted with no amendments.

2.
New Business and Commission Reports


2.1 
Jeff V. presented information about communication for Parish Council, with 

the hope that we can move to more email-based communication rather than paper correspondence. 


2.2

Commission Reports



a)
Buildings & Grounds – Eagle Scout shrine project is moving forward. 

Clean-up scheduled for last Sat. of Sept. Many workers will be needed, as this will include rather large projects. Youth Group will clean-up St. Ann’s road on same day and will assist with rest of grounds as well.



b)
Church Life/Family Life – Directory is moving along. There were many 

volunteers who helped with photo sessions. There is a breakfast scheduled for Sept. 20. Msgr. Drake described a special Mass for the blessing of the animals on Oct. 3 at 5:15.

c)
Liturgy – Joanna R. resigned from Liturgy Committee and as Baptismal Hostess. Many thanks to her for long service. They are looking for a replacement. Msgr. plans to reinitiate baptismal prep program.

d)
Stewardship – Bill Briggs and Glenn Leach made presentation about ideas for commission. Time, Talent, Treasure has been focus; time was last year’s topic. They are suggesting a “town hall meeting” to discuss what is going well and what can be improved in Parish in regard to Stewardship and what is available for volunteers. Msgr. would like a review of all Commissions, handbooks, and policies. He also wants the parish to complete annual goals and strategies and longer term plans. Msgr.’s goal is to grow parish by 125 families by end of 2010. The council discussed the new parishioners processes. 

e)
Finance – Budget has been concluded. It will be presented to Parish in middle of Oct. New budget submitted to Diocese. Not many changes to budget. There was a 2.5% COLA raise for employees, a slight increase in Priest Aid, a slight increase in insurance costs, and utilities stayed the same. Insurance coverage is beinin reviewed.

f)
Faith Formation – No report. Kelly C. proposed a meeting in near future to reconstitute the commission.

g)
Social Action – No report.

3.
Old Business

3.1

Ladies’ Guild – Very successful salad supper – 47 attendees. November raffle 

& bake sale.

3.2

Breakfasts – Church Life/Family Life on Sept. 20; last K of C breakfast very successful

3.3
Knights of Columbus NS Food Pantry Golf Outing – Very successful – raised $3,600 for Food Pantry

3.4
Fall Festival Planning – September 13 is scheduled date.

3.5
Thank You’s – Jeff VanDeCasteele & K of C for golf outing; Matt Costello – Show Me the Money & golf outing; daily Mass clippers

4. 
Other Business – Discussion about use of/scheduling for Great Hall & need for long term calendar and policy for use; goal of calendar for 2010 in Nov.

5.
Closing Prayer by Msgr. Drake Shafer, and the meeting was adjourned at 8:30.

